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Islands on the Air

The IOTA Programme
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What is IOTA?

Created in 1964 by Geoff Watts, a leading English SWL and was taken 
on by the RSGB in 1985, IOTA is an amateur radio programme 
designed to encourage contacts with island stations world-wide. The 
oceansÕ islands have been grouped into some 1200 ÔIOTA groupsÕ 
with for reasons of geography, varying numbers of ÔcountersÕ, i.e 
qualifying islands, in each. The objective for the island chaser, is to 
make radio contact with at least one counter in as many of these 
groups as possible and, for the DXpeditioner, to provide such island 
contacts. 21 separate certificates are currently available for island 
chasers, graded in difficulty, as well as two prestigious awards for 
high achievement. 

You can qualify for a certificate with as few as 100 islands.

                                                                           IOTA Directory, page 3
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The Programme Basics

The island groups are numbered for easy reference, 
by continent

    EU=Europe

    AF=Africa
    AS=Asia

    NA=North America
    SA=South America
    OC=Oceania
    AN=Antarctica
Each continent prefix is followed by a numeric number, starting with 001.

EU-001, EU-002, NA-001, NA-002, SA-001, SA-002 etc.
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The World of IOTA

¥ If you already work DX, you have IOTAs in 
your stack of QSLs.  Hawaii is an IOTA, 
Puerto Rico is an IOTA.

¥ IOTA islands are comprised of groups and 
there may be several islands that count for 
that group. You only need to contact one 
island in the group to get credit.

¥ Every island across the globe has been 
assigned an IOTA group number.
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How to get started

   Get a copy of the IOTA Directory. It has 
everything you need in one place. You can 
purchase one from: www.islandradio.org
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   IREF is the funding organization based in 
the US that provides financial support for 
IOTA DXpeditions.  It works with the 
RSGB IOTA Committee to ensure those 
ÒrareÓ IOTAs are supported in part for their 
expenses.  These can run into several 
thousands of $, just like a regular 
DXpedition.
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IREF

                IREF Officers and Board of Directors  

      The Officers are:
     Mike Crownover  ................ AD5A          President 

Michael Crownover  .......... AB5EB        Vice President 
Charles Allen, C.P.A.  ........ W5DV          Treasurer 
Bob Nadolny  .......................WB2YQH    Secretary

          The Board of Directors are:  
     Neville Cheadle  .................. G3NUG 

Jose de Sa  .......................... CT1EEB 
Jim Nakajima  ...................... JA9IFF 
Buzz Jehle  .......................... N5UR 
Buzz Loeschman  .............. NI5DX
Don Chamberlain  .............. W9DC 
Mike McGirr  ......................... K9AJ  
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The IOTA Web Site

¥ The next item you will want to keep handy 
is the official IOTA Web Site:

www.rsgbiota.org
¥ You will find updates, downloads, news 

items, IOTA spots and where you will 
apply for your initial IOTA Award and 
endorsements.  You can even download 
the IOTA logo for your QSL cards.
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Before you start

¥ YouÕll be surprised how many islands you 
already have and wonÕt need to work them 
again.

¥ Start by looking through your QSLs for 
countries you know are islands, like Puerto 
Rico, Hawaii, Montserrat etc.

¥ Use the IOTA Directory as a guide to 
verify.

¥ Now youÕre in the game!
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Now YouÕre ready for IOTAs

¥ IOTA hunting is just like DXingÉ same 
bands, same modesÑSSB and CW.

¥ There are IOTA frequencies often used:
           CW: 28040, 24920, 21040, 18098,  

                   14040, 10114,  7030,   3520

          SSB: 28560, 28460, 24950, 21260, 

                   18128, 14260,  7055,  3765

¥ All you need to do is tune and listen!
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 IOTA DXpeditions

¥ There are resident stations on many 
islands, just like common DX entities.

¥ And then there are the IOTA DXpeditions 
to the not-so-common and ÒrareÓ islands.

¥ They are activated just like a mega DX 
operation---planning, licensing, funding, 
transportation, multi-op, generators, QSLs, 
and most have web pages.
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IOTA QSLs

¥ IOTA operators are very good QSLers.
¥ Follow the same rules as for DX QSLs- - 

One card with all QSOs, SASE, send 
promptly as directed.

¥ What you will receive in return are some of 
the best photo QSLs for your collection, 
usually a picture of the island and the story 
of the operation.  Expect a 2 month wait.
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Some IOTA QSLs

            V63MY OC-259 Nukuoro Is.          
            V63TO OC-167 Turuaimu Is.
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More QSLs

           PR2R SA-071 Moela Island 
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A Double-sided QSL

                VY0A NA-186 Fox Is.
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One more QSL

               9L1X  AF-056 Sherbro Is.
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Even these guys were IOTA

       VP9MZ  1993 CQ WW CW Contest
                             NA-005
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Applying for IOTA Awards

¥ You may apply for the basic IOTA Award at any time.  
After that, the annual submission deadline to be included 
in any listing is January 31st.

¥ The applications are prepared on-line on the website.

¥ They are approved by your area IOTA Checkpoint.  Our 
Checkpoint is W4DKS:

Dan Sullivan, W4DKS

14737 Pickets Post Rd.

Centreville, VA  20121

w4dks@cox.net

¥ You still must send cards and fees to W4DKS
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A few other bits of info

¥ There is an IOTA Contest the 4th weekend 
of July. Plenty of IOTAs to work and if the 
station submits a log, you do not need the 
QSL to claim credit.

¥ Islands on the Web Ð an interactive 
website of IOTA information: forums, info, 
databases. www.islandchaser.com

¥ DX World of Ham Radio – IOTA info http://
dx-world.net/
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Happy IOTA Hunting!
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The End

ThatÕs all folks!

de 
WB2YQH
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